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A Spy Drama With the Big Stars

The mtelhgence commumty has
been in an uproar for months over a
spy story that involves former secre-
tary of state Henry A. Kissinger,
Soviet Ambassador Anatoliy F. Do-

brynin and. the CIA’s best under- ..

cover ‘agent in’ Moscow durmg the
past decade.. :

It also involves some top—secret mi-

crofilm. . that - mysteriously "disap-

peared from CIA-vaults and an ap- -

parent attempt by the White House

to keepalid on thescandal. = :: "+

The tale heging in Moscow in the
early 1970s. The agency’s man was a
Russian named: Anatoly Filatov, who

‘had been recruited while serving as

a Soviet diplomat ' abroad.- -Code-
named-“Trigomn,” the CIA spy had
been transferred to the Soviet for-

‘eign ministry in Moscow, and he
_soon began passing along:fantastic

information to his American han—

“dlers.

But about. 1975, the quahty “of
Trigon’s dlspatches turned into'very

- thin gruel. The CIA suspected that

Trigon had been unmasked by the
KGB, and was being used to send
false information. But the agency
maintained its contact with him.
‘Then, in the spring of 1977, Trigon
passed along an intelligence block-
buster. It purported to be a micro-
film copy .of-a cable Dobrynin had
sent to the Politburo describing. his
breakfast meeting w1th Kissmger on

~ Aprit 11,1977,

Intelhgence sources who have
read the translation of the six-page
cable paraphrased its’ contents for

_my associate Dale Van Atta. What :

Dobrynin reported to the Kremlin—

~or supposedly reported—was embar-'

. rassing-in the extreme to the tormer
- secretary of state.

- The two friendly antagonists, Do-
;-brymn and Kissinger, had acquired
--a mutual respect during the pro-
tracted negotiations over the SAL’I‘ I
> arms limitation pact:

: speclhcally, the first ambitious pro-
'posals President Carter had put
"forth just a month before. Instead of

> merely limiting the growth of nu.-
‘-clear- weapons, the new president’s -

. proposal called for a reduction. The
Soviets turned it down quickly and
emphatically.

Kissinger had been out of office
for less than three months. If the Do-

. brynin cable was accurate, Kissinger

. clearly had little respect for the new

“men in the White House, and even
_less- compunction - about - undercut-
ting them to the Soviet ambassador.

. The cable reportedly quoted Kiss-
inger as saying approximately this:

- “Jimmy Carter is a prisoner of his
own illusions on human rights. Zbig-
niew Brzezinski is an ideological dog-

. matist.. The two are crazy. Only I
know what is acceptable to the Sovi-

-ets. I was not consulted about the
:March proposals. I would have been

: 'against them.”: - -

“In short, the former secretary of.
-~ state was paraphrased as telling the

- Soviets that the new administra-
- tion's proposals were nonsense and

_.should not be taken serlously. -

They discussed .SALT I and,

-grossly improper for a private Amero
“ican citizen, especially one’ of his
“stature, to sabotage an adminls,tra-
‘tion’s policy by popping off in such

Soviet. cable deliberately- distorted
.what. Kissinger- said, for reasons-as

. cable tolook at the copy~ :

The cable was 1mmediately gus-*
pect at the CIA, which thought it
might be a fake. Electromcs experts
at the National Security- Agency
were asked to check the cable traffic .
from the Soviet Embassy in Wash- |

* ington during that period. They did, |

and pronounced the cable authentic, |
sources said, - 5/ o, L o e
Kissmger quite: naturally\ de'(nea
the Statements attributed to him by
Dobrynin in- the cable. It would®be

‘fashion to a foreign official. ..
It is, of course, possxble thabthe

murky as the half-world of  esplo-
nage itself. The whole thing might
.have been an elaborate set-up*de-
signed to reestablish Trigon as a sup—
posedly reliable CIA source.

The cable copy - had a curious
subsequent history. It- had come
from Trigon on microfilm, -and-at
least one paper copy was made,
Then, incredibly, the microfilm: dis-
appeared, apparently-a CIA first’Ac-

cording ' to- high-level Sources;*a
White: House directive forbade:any-
one who had:not-already- seen Jthe

As for Trigon ‘he was. ofﬁdaﬂy

compromised . and .- arrested. . dwo

sources have said he ‘committed suj-
cide, .but Soviet press accountsasay‘

. he was tried and executed.. ;¢ czwm
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